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The Sanskrit tradition, with its profound wisdom and timeless 
elegance, owes much to the remarkable contributions of women 
poets and academicians across the ages. From the sacred hymns 
of ancient ṛṣikās to the intellectual achievements of modern 
scholars, these women have illuminated the literary and scholarly 
landscape of Sanskrit with their creativity, intellect, and 
resilience.   
 The Ṛgveda and Atharvaveda immortalize the 
contributions of around thirty ṛṣikās, reflecting the intellectual 
prominence of women in ancient India. The Atharvaveda inspires 
women to rise and achieve life’s highest goals: “उित्तष्ठ नािर तवसं 
रभस्व” (A.V., 11.1.14). It celebrates women as enlightened with 
education and poetry and healthy with ghee: “ब्रह्मणा शुद्धा उत पूता 
घृतेन” (A.V., 11.1.18). These texts also recognize their prowess in 
both śāstra and śastra, highlighting their presence in sacrificial 
altars and battlefields: “संहोत्रं स्म पुरा नारी समनं वाव गच्छित” (A.V., 
20.126.10). Figures like Gārgī, known for her śāstric expertise, 
exemplify the scholastic heights achieved by ancient Indian 
women.   
 The epics and classical Sanskrit literature further 
underscore the academic and poetic contributions of women. 
Bhavabhūti’s depiction of Ātreyī as Lava and Kuśa’s classmate 
and the argumentative prowess of Draupadī and Damayantῑ in the 
Mahābhārata reveal their intellectual vigour. Poets like Bijjikā 
and Avantisundarῑ, along with scholars like Ubhayā Bhāratῑ, the 
erudite wife of Maṇḍana Miśra, embody the profound capabilities 
of ancient Indian women in śāstra and kāvya.   
 Modern times have witnessed equally inspiring 
contributions. The 19th-century poet and scholar Kṣamā Rao 
from Pune stands as a testament to this legacy. In contemporary 
times, figures such as Puṣpā Dῑkṣit represent the fusion of 
traditional expertise and modern sensibilities in Sanskrit poetry 
and śāstric studies.   
 This one-day national symposium aims to explore the 
intellectual and creative journeys of both ancient and modern 
female poets and academicians. Together, let us pay tribute to 
these extraordinary women and delve into the wisdom they have 
bestowed upon future generations. We warmly invite scholars, 
academicians, poets, students, and enthusiasts to participate and 
present papers on topics related to, but not limited to, the 
following range of sub-themes:   

1. Vedic Ṛṣikās 
2. Classical Female Scholars and Poets  
3. 19th-Century Female Sanskrit Luminaries 
4. 20th-Century Women Poets and Scholars in Sanskrit 
5. Modern Female Poets and Academicians 
6. Women Priests in Sanskrit Tradition
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L O R E M  I P S U M  D O L O R  S I T  A M E T

Donec arcu risus diam amet sit. Congue tortor risus vestibulum commodo nisl, luctus augue amet quis 
aenean maecenas sit, donec velit iusto, morbi felis elit et nibh. Vestibulum volutpat dui lacus 

consectetuer, mauris at suspendisse, eu wisi rhoncus nibh velit.

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY 
Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University (CBPBU) is a UGC-recognized premier public university located in Cooch Behar, 
West Bengal, India. Established under the “West Bengal Act XXI of 2012,” (The Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University 
Act, 2012), it stands as a testament to the state’s commitment to higher education. The institution proudly bears the name of 
the illustrious 19th-century Rajbongshi leader and social reformer, Raisaheb Thakur Panchanan Barma, whose pioneering 
contributions have left an indelible mark on Bengal’s socio-cultural history. With seventeen colleges in the Cooch Behar 
district affiliated to it, CBPBU continues to serve as a beacon of academic excellence and an incubator of intellectual and 
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❖ Language: Sanskrit (Arial Unicode, 16) & English (Times New Roman, 12) 
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❖ Use Endnotes only (Do not use footnotes). 
❖ Full Papers should be sent to: sanskrit.cbpbu@gmail.com 
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